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EXHIBITION PROGRAMMING YEAR 2014-2015 


Exhibition Title: SEAN SNYDER 

Organized by: Mois de la Photo a Montréal, Curator: Joan Fontcuberta 
Artists: Sean Snyder 

Exhibition Dates: September 8 — October 24, 2015 

Opening: Friday, September 11, 2015. 4:30 pm 


Installation view. Photo: Paul Litherland. 
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EXHIBITION DESCRIPTION (Text taken from press release) 


Sean Snyder explores the anti-artistic domain of research-based art: he shuns the creation of 
“works” in any productivist sense, and opts instead for case studies that challenge the 
conditions of the image. He suggests that our gaze is clouded because images are not windows 
open to the world but the distorting constructs of propaganda. 


Propaganda and violence are “engines of history” that adapt to the regime of power. Faced with 
these engines, we can react in different ways, either accepting that manipulation is inherent in 
the image and going on to stress the ideological validity of the cause that justifies it, or 
unmasking the manipulation as a move towards deactivating it. 


At a time when so many images circulate and fascinate, precisely because they are so toxic and 
nasty, Snyder carries out what could be thought of, in the clinical sense, as a purge. In the 
exhibition, he demonstrates this through the fundamental recognition of the raw materials of 
visual information (ink on paper, celluloid, magnetic tape, algorithms and pixels) and his 
handling of the rhetorics of persuasion. 


A part of the 14° edition of Le Mois de la Photo a Montréal, The Post-Photographic Condition, 
Sean Snyder’s first important solo exhibition in Canada presents a group of works produced over 
the last 10 years. It includes the inauguration of a new installation on the hacking attack 
launched on Sony Pictures in 2014. 


PUBLIC PROGRAMS / SPECIAL EVENTS 


«= Aconversation between artist Sean Snyder, Anne Goldenberg and Matt Pagett. Friday, 
September 11, 5pm. Free. 

* Lecture with curator Joan Fontcuberta The purge of the images. September 22, 5pm. 
Free 

* Screening of Local TV News Anyalysis by Dara Birnbaum and Dan Graham. EV 11.705, 
October 7, 5pm. Free. 
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PUBLICATIONS 


Ways of Thinking / Pistes des reflexions booklets were produced for this exhibition, on-line 
versions were available via the Gallery’s website: 
http://ellengallery.concordia.ca/en/reflexion_worldofmatter.php 


PRESS REVIEW 


Concordia News, We drive into the future using only our rear-view mirror, August 24, 2015. 
http://www.concordia.ca/cunews/main/stories/2015/08/24/artist-sean-snyder-at-leonard-bina- 
ellen-art-gallery.html 


Must-Sees This Week: September 3 to 9, 2015, Canadian Art, Sept 3, 2015. 
https://canadianart.ca/must-sees/must-sees-this-week-september-3-to-9-2015/ 


Lisa Sproull, Art this week, CULT #MTL, September 10, 2015. 
http://cultmontreal.com/2015/09/art-this-week-45/ 


Victoria Lessard, Filtering the truth, The McGill Daily, Sept 21, 2015. 
http:/www.mcgilldaily.com/2015/09/filtering-the-truth/ 


Canadian Art, Art Agenda Quebec, Fall 2015 issue. 


John Pohl, Mois de la Photo questions exposure to the Post-Photographic Condition, Montreal 
Gazette, October 1, 2015. 
http://montrealgazette.com/entertainment/arts/visual-arts-mois-de-la-photo-develops-the- 
positives-of-the-post-photographic-condition 


Dorota Kozinska, Algorithmic Archaeology: Sean Snyder’s Thinking Man’s Art, Vie des Art 
Webzine, October 9, 2015. 
http://viedesarts.com/article822-Algorithmic-Archaeology-Sean-Snyder-s-Thinking-Man-s-Art 


ATTENDANCE: 34 days 


Total Exhibition Attendance: 1451 


Total exhibition attendance (excluding events): 839 


* This exhibition had several tours booked with Corinn Gerber, Public Program Coordinator (See 
Education Final Report). 


DOCUMENTATION 


Digital images by Paul Litherland/Studio Lux. © Leonard & Bina Ellen Art Gallery, Concordia 
University, Montreal. 
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LIST OF WORKS 


Aleatoric Collision (Sony Hacking Scandal), 2015, digital prints, cell phone, dvd and case, book. 
Untitled (digital imaging/sensor), 2009, digital print. 

Index (storage media), 2009, black and white digital prints. 

Index (synopsis), 2009, black and white digital prints. 

Untitled (Novosti Press Agency), 2007, single channel video on LCD screen, 56 sec. 16 mm film 
transfered to HD video, processed through 5 digital compression formats. 

Radiographic Search (MRI), 2015, Mp3 audio file, 13 min 22 sec. 

Adventure Fragment. Atari (Algorithm), 2015, digital file on LCD screen, 1 min. 01 sec. 

Casio, Seiko, Sheraton, Toyota, Mars, 2004 — 2005, DVD projection, sound, 13 min. 11sec. 
Video excerpts at variable frame rates from Harb ul Mustadhefeen, As Sahab Media (2005), 2007. 
DVD on monitor, 3 min. 25 sec. 

Video excerpts at variable frame rates from Kino Pravda, Dziga Vertov (1922-25) and L’argent, 
Robert Bresson (1983), 2007, DVD on monitor, 3 min. 48 sec. 

Horizontal propagation, 2015, puzzle and base. 

Question to the CIA (Abstract Expressionism), 2015, black and white digital print. 

Vertical Traces, 2015, HD data file, 1 min. 20 sec. 


Transcript Of Inquiry To METRA (Chicago Urban Transport), 2015, digital print. 


Schema (Television), 2006 — 2007, DVD on monitor, sound, 10 min. 
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LIST OF WORKS + DOCUMENTATION 
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Aleatoric Collision (Sony Hacking Scandal), 2015, digital prints, cell phone, dvd and case, book. 
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Adventure Fragment. Atari (Algorithm), 2015, digital file on LCD screen, 1 min. 01 sec. 
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Casio, Seiko, Sheraton, Toyota, Mars, 2004 — 2005, DVD projection, sound, 13 min. 11 sec. 
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Video excerpts at variable frame rates from Harb ul Mustadhefeen, As Sahab Media (2005), 2007. 
DVD on monitor, 3 min. 25 sec. 


Final Report: SEAN SNYDER 
September 8 — October 24, 2015 
Leonard & Bina Ellen Art Gallery 


Photo: Paul Litherland. 
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Robert Bresson (1983), 2007, DVD on monitor, 3 min. 48 sec. 


Horizontal propagation, 2015, puzzle and base. 

Question to the CIA (Abstract Expressionism), 2015, black and white digital print. 
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Schema (Television), 2006 — 2007, DVD on monitor, sound, 10 min. 


